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USURFPATION OF POWER,

A Wnter in the Washington, D. 0., Silver
Knight Sounds A Note of Warning.

NE MAN Power,"

a power as danger-

ous as any which

ever threatened

govern-

ment, the danger-

ous power of *‘‘ab-

solutism”

=X’ threatens the Unit-

- ed States, and

every patriotic heart should be aroused

to ao understanding of th= indigoities

now visited upon the rightfol represent-
atives of the people.

Like the unronscious victim of a fatal
malady, the congress of the United
States is exhibiting its strength in the
arrogant defiance of any and everything
that obstructs the will of its master, not
sensible of the fact that its own powers
and its independence are being destroy-
ed by the den:ial to the people of their
right to be represented in the houses,

our civil

The distribution of the law-makiog
power equaley among the states in the
senate, without reference to population
and equally among the people in the
apportioninent of representatives in the
house, is the safest provisun for the se-
curity of the right of self government
that the peaple have secured to them in
the constitotion. Omne of these houses
represents the people in a soverign ca-
pacity, acting through their state
governments, and the other represents
them in their popular sovereignty. In
either form of representation every
member in either bouse is the equal of
every other member and no man can
usurp any authority or have any power
delegated to him to become the abso-
Inte master of his colleagues, or any of
them.

No rule can be constitutionally adopt-
en in either of the houses that would
empower the presiding officer or any
committee to deny to any member the
privilege of voting, or being heard upon
any measure, or of offering to amend
the same. A member may be restrict-
ed as to the length of debate, or as to
his privilege of offering amendments,
by a vote of the house, but his night to
be hrard in some form cannot be denied
to him by any authority that can be
lodged in the hands of a presiding of-
ficer, to be exercised in a diseretionary
way, When a presiding officer of either
house refuses to permit a member to
exercise the privilege of presenting a
matter to the body for any reason that
arbitrary or personal to
himself, the presiding officer, he there-
by unjustly denies the right of repre-
sentation to the constituency of such
member, Nodenial of a right can be
more dangerous to the country than
this, and no motive can bo more worthy
of reprobation than such a concealed
purpose of doing wroog under color of
rightful authority.

This frequent crime is dangerous
enough tothe country, butit is insig-
nificant as compared with the prohibi
tion upon all legislation which results
when one man, or a dominate party has
the power and uses it, to deprive either
house of its proper and regular organi-
zation.

It subverts constitutional govern-
ment by denying representation in the
houses in any rational view of that
great right. Rules adopted by éither
house for governiment are final and con-
clusive acts that rests upon an express
an-! exclusive grant of power in the
constitution, When adopted. and while
they remain unchanged, they are con-
stitutional obligations., and are clearly
included in the oath to support the
constitation. :

Those rules following the parliament-
ary law that is universally accepted by
legislative bodies, require the appoint-
ment of committees whose numbers are
fixed and whose duties are defined,
each committee haviog charge of cer-
tain subjects of legislation. Those
subjects include every interest of the
people that the house regards as being
important. When the power to ap-
point committees is given to the pre-
siding officer or to a committee of the
house the mandate of the constitution
is direct and imperative that such
power shall be fully exercised, and
withic a reasonable time. Otherwise
the rights of the persons and localities
or interests that are placed by the rules
io charge of certain com mittees, have
no chasnce of consideration, and cannot
be regularly or lawfully presented to
that house for action,

When there is oo committee of the

now;

District of Columbia, or of the territo-
ries or of Indian affairs, for example, all
representation of those great interests
ceases as they are not permited to have
representatives who can vote on the
floor of either house.

In a less distinct apnd conspicoous
way this is also true of every committee
which js ordained by the rules of either
house, The foreignrelations, the war,
navy, and postoffice departments, and
all other branches of the service and of
legislative action, are left without the
guardianship of standing or select com-
mittees because a commiltee or a pre-
siding efficer of a house refuses to obey
the mandates of the constilution, ex-
pressed in rules adopted by the senate
or house of representatives, as the case
may be.

The refusal of the sepate for more
than thirty days, for no other feason
thau party jealousy and political enter-
prise, to place the newly-elected sena-
tors on the existing committees, is
nothing less than to deny to the states
they represent their equal voic ia the
senate.

And the refusal of the speaker of the
house of representatives to appoint any
commiltees except such as have juris-
diction of ways and meaps, rules and
appropriations, with the object and
purpose of confining legislation to cer-
tain bills of appropriation and to the
subject of tariff taxation, deprive all
persons and all parts of the country
interested in other matters of their
right of representation as effectually as
if the members of the house chosen by
them were expelled from the body.

This palpable breach of constitu-
tional duty, resultiog in the most reck-
less usurpation of the “one man power”
is attempted to be excused on the
ground that the present extra session
of coogress 1s convened for ¢ special
purpose and to meet a special emergen-
cy in the financesof the government.
If such an emergency exists—as it can-
not exist with an available fund in the
treasury of $122,405,606 on April 1st,
above all actual demarnd liabilities—to
confive legislation to the single object
of meeting such emergency by the en-
actment of an iron-clad bill for provid-
ing legislative bounties for favored
classes under the false pretence of
v protection” for the whole body of the
people against foreign competition, is
only an aggravation of the absolutism
which inspires this bold and defiant us-
urpation of the ‘*one man power."”

Our constitution contains no hint or
toleration of the idea that the president
by conyening congress in open session
to meet any emergency of government
can limit 1ts power or restrict its duty
to certain specific subjects of legislation.
He may, on proper occasions, coovene
either house io secret executive session,
but the proclamation under which the
present extra sessionis called is foran
open session of congress in which it
must be left at liberty to excercise all
its constitotional funclions and powers;
elie it 13 no congress, Congress has
not this liberty because the speaker of
the house of representatives and the
**steering commiftee’. of the republican
party in the sepute refnse to organize
those bodies by the appointment of
committees or by filling vacancies. In
the house all the committees, except
the committee on rules, are either idle
ur they are without a membership.

Those that are organized are without
any business to attend to, and the other
members of the house meet oncein
three days to enact the farce of a fur—
ther adjournment lor three days.

It seems impossible to say that this
disorganization of congress is not the
fault of the membership of the house,
yet in one sense thatis true. In the
bumiliating sense that the speaker of
the house is an autocrat, whose party
followers do not dare to resist his au-
thority, this dangerous submission to
tyarnoy now governs the house and the
country. Coogress has now but one
line of action, and that is prescribed
and defined by the house, whiclh is un-
der the absclute control of the speaker,
so that nothing can be done for the
country that he does not assent to.
When the behests of party organization
and the rewards of party allegiance
demand the submission of the repre-
senatives of the states and the people to
the onquestioned will of a single man,
it seems idle to speak of liberty as be.
ing safe under the shelter of a written
constitution. It is far safer in an ab-
solute and imperial government, where
the crown bolds a patermal relation,
alike to all its subjects, and deals with
all in paternal impartiabity, That is

slavery, it is true, but it is pat the de-

stroc tion of a minority for the aggran—
dizement of a majority.

The party that now is responsible for
this unheard of condition is establish-
ing a fearful precedent of disruption io
the very vitals of the republic, that
threatens its dishonor, if not its ruoin,
on the first occasion when there is ex-
cuse for revolt on the part of the musses
against the classes. An idle house of
congress, waiting upon the will ofa
single master to do the work that he
shall assign to them, and prohibit from
doing anything else, loitering in the
halls and corridors of congress like
soldiers in a camp or the retainers of a
royal court, is a spectacle that this re-
public was not designed to tolerate; a
reproach upon a self-governing people
that no exigeocy can excuse.

When such a condition of servitude
is imposed upon hundreds of congress-
men, the representatives of 40,000,000
of people, for no other purpose thanto
coerce the passage of a single measure,
through which rewards for partisan ser-
vices are to be divided among the sup-
porters of a political organization, *‘the
one man power” that controls such a
congressis more absolute and auto-
cratic than the royal prerogative of any
king that rules in Christendom.

We Olaim the Authorship.

A few weeks ago the Star copied in
the **Kausas Notes & bit of puetry be
ginning, “Into the cow lot, bright and
gay. the milk maid husties from day to
day.” ete., and credited it to the Fre-
donia Citizen. The Topeka Mail made
a great roar, declaring that the Citizen
pad cribbed it form the Great Bend
DesMocraAT which bad used it intro
ducing an article on Llhe creamery.
The Mail went on at a great rate, and
incidentally complimented the Greuat
Bend editor upon the excellence of the
verse. Bul the Great Bend editor said
not a word: he just sawed wood. Now
comes the Burlington Republican with
a statement that explains the Great
Bend poet’s silence. It says: * We are
not absolutely sure, and do mnot wish
to accuse any one falsely, but probably
the reason Lhe Great HBend editor is not
making apy roar is that he eribbed it
himself. 1f we are wpot greatly mis-
takeun, Walt Mason wrote that bit o«
poetry and started it pn the rounds six
or eight years ago, when he was deing
‘Topies of the Times' oo the Nebraska
Stave Journal, and we believe we can
prove it by our files. It is pot a pleas
ant thing to say, but it is a fact, that
some, yes many, of the newspaper
brethren in Kansas are very careless not
to say dishonest, about appropriating
the producte of other minds. We have
a little list of names of babitual and
persistent offenders in that particular.
and sometimes loog for the circulation
of a greal state paper so we could hold
them up to the scorn of just editors
who give credit to all productions not
their own.”’—hansas City Star.

The editor of the DEMOCRAT does
not lay claim to being a poetical genius;
and we have had so many of our little
squibs “*eribbed” by the would-be smart
fellows of the eastern part of the state
that we have become hardened to the
injustice. We desire, however, to say
to the editor of the Burlington Repub
lican the bit of poetical sentiment
aboyve rveferred to never appeared in
print in any form until we wrote it—in
a spirit of gratification over the suceess
of the creamery businezss in Barton
county—and printed it in the DgMO-
CRAT on February 25th, 1807; and we
will make him, or anyoue else, a
present of a fne Jersey cow if they
will show anything tbat it was printed
im prior to lhat date. And fuirther,
if *“we are not greatly mistaken”
when the Burlingion Bepublican man
priuts his *‘little lisv” (and it bad
not ought te be so little either) it will
contain the names of more of the easta.
ern Kansas editors than those of the

short gruss country.

Deal With Home Ian

[tisa good plan in anything you
want to buy, but especially so when
buying pucsery stock. 1 ENOw my
trees sre all good, and you know 1 am
here to back up my claims for them.
When in need of any kind of nursery
stock—Apple, Pear, Cherry. Plum,
Apricot, any kind of fruit trees or
shrubs, call and see my stock. This
is the kind of a season to put out trees
and shrubbery: they will be sure to get
a good start, Call and see my stock.

Great Bend Nurseries.
C. Q. Newcous, Prop.

A little over two years ago the Great
Bend Creamery started up at this point
having the first few days only a half
dozen or 80 patrons. Soon after start-
ing it met with the misfortone of be
ing burped down, and kad to be rebuilt
aod a new start virtoally made. Today
it bas a list of eighty-three prirons,
and takes imn an average of 10,600
pounds of milk a day at 1his point. It
will pay you town people to go down
some morning and see them handle

willgo the highest and do the most

Dingley tariff bill?

one, in Chicago one, aggregating over
#1.400.000 fir the four, was the]
welcome which *‘returning prospers
ity” received on May 1st.

AT LasT war I8 declared between |
Greece and Turkey. The sympathy!

bluody Turk has nota friend in any
country Fut bis own.

Tae Topeka Journal ssys that the
Topeka G. A. R men admit Topeksa
failed togetthe 1897 G. A. B reunion
because the reunion last year was
turped into & republican meeting
Serves Topeka right.

CoxarEssMax Jerry Simpson has
taken several falls out of Speaker
Tom Reed during the past week or
twao, and even the rock-ribbed repub-
lican Wichita Eagle admits that Jerry
is right in his position, and the Czar
of the house wronz.

TrE fee and salary hill passed last
winter by the abti-republican legis-
lature will make a saving to Kansus
of £54,000 a year, on salaries of state
officers alone. Is there a republican
paper in the county which will
acknowledge this fac1?

Wi WHire made a great three
base hit with the gold-standard repub-
licans in the east by his **What's the
matter with Kansas” article. Will-
yum please tell.us ‘‘what’s the mat-
ter” with hia town—Emporia—which
went free silver at the recent spring
election.

Kawsias is a drouthy state has
been eaid exactly 2,788 333,465,000,
000,000 times by her enemies, but
neverthelesa ghe continnes to do buai-
ness at the same old stand, and if
ipdications are not misleading she
will swell up with an overproduction
of cereals again this year to feed the
“hungry hathens of ihe bloated east,”
who have been o loud in dufdnling
our state's fair name.—Hazzlton
Express. A

Tae P':ltsT)u_rg Tribune, daily and
weekly, i# no longer & republican
paper, but now espounses the cause of
free gilver and other demands of the
people. Ii's editor, D C. Flint, has
been a republican newspaper man for
years, at Girard and Pittsburg. He
eays he ‘-changed” his mind in politics
some time ago. Can the single gold
standard and high tarifl press point us
to any silver papers now deserting the
caose?

The legislature this winter has
develuped two facts:  First. that it
8 toot safe to send some Populists to
ise legislature; seeond, that it is never
hafe to send any Republicans —Hia=
watha Democrat.

ALL oF which is eminently correct.
The npatural sequence should follow,
that the b2st way for Kapsas to do
bereafier is to send peither populists
nor republicans; but elect democrate,
who will neither corrupt nor be cor-
rupted.

““A PECULIAR but sensible court-
ehip is in progress in Florence,” says
the Bulletin: *-The mother believes
that a girl should be admired just as
she is, instead of as she appears when
arrayed in sll the imagivable fivery
and artificial ornaments, The young
man in this case is allowed to call
ouly in the evening just sfter supper.
Instead of beiny shown into the par-
lor, be is ushered into the kiichen,
where he is permitted (o wateh his
giri, dressed in working barness, do
the supper dishes ”

Daxie. WEBSTER once sand:
“There is something on earth grester
than arbitrary, despotic power. The
whirlwiud bae its power, the lightning |
hus its power; but tiere is something
among mén more capable of shaxing
despotic power than the lightning,
the whirl-wind or the earthquake—it
is the sroused and excited-indignation
of a great and intelligent people.”
This sentiment isas true as goepel,
and before another year rolle "round
the tariff tinkerers, the gold-standard
jugglers and the great trust and com-

bine sehemers will be brought to a

THE question of the hour is: Which |

damage, the Mississipi river or !hlz1

'authority that fasbhionable
| does not admat of a squecze below the

: Hoisington. Ciaflin and Pawnee Rock

realization of its truthfulpess. Every |
move on the busy checker-board of |
public offairs today peints to the fact
!hat our pecple ARE sroused ss ihey

Is Boston two failures, Mittsburg ] never have been belure, not even when

; they fought for freedomns from the hated

| Britisa yoke of old.
WEe nave it from fin de seicle

bugging

shoulders. It would seem tous that

and good wishes of every L‘hﬂslmn!lba would be as unsatiefactory as|
people are with Greece, and the|S®'BE soup with a Eknitting needle.

The good old-fashivned nug of forty
years sgo took 1n more territory and |

the youngsters of tvday have :mpruve‘l
vt the old way, we bave no right to |

Goverxor PINGREE on the spring
elections; “‘There has been = reac
ion in politics all over the country.
Iowa and Ohio, and otber states and
cities that gave enormous republican
majorities last fall have elected offi,
cers this spring. I predicted after
the fall election that the republican |
party would never win ancther vies
tory for the single gold standard, and |
I am today firmer than ever in my
beliet, There is a reaction in favor
of bimetalism which all parties will
be com peiled to recognize."'

Wit the Lnrned Optic please pub- |
lish this, from Charley Scott of the |
Iola Register, for the benefit of Billy |
Edwards: |

**A few Kansas. fellows have been I
elected to office in Kansas, and hav- |
ing sucked the lemon dn AT€é NOw
tr\mg to interest our penpla in lhel
baldheaded Port Arthur boom at the |
expense vf Kansss. There are fifty |
Kansas towns offering better induce-
ments for the investment of capital
and energy. The fellows who are
booming Port Arthur should either
go there or take a Iarge reclangular
tumble to themselves.”

Tae title of the McKinley bill was
worded: *‘To redace the revenue and
equalize duoties on imports, and for
other purposee.” The title of the |
Dingley bill now pending is, “To pro- |
vide revenue for the government and |
to encoursge the industries of the
Uunited States.” No matter whst the |
people want, tarifl’ will bring it. If!3

s i
more Lariff,

revenue give us more tariff. Such is
the breath of republicaniem which |
blows hot and cold a8 required. It is
an infamous swindle from heyunmg‘
to end; a frand to all but dupes,— | ¢
Narton thmpiun

i?:mamwm,mem: = ‘E TR

EvceNe Brorrs, in bis, Santa Fe
Trail, expresses the normal eondition
of most of the Kansas editorial frater-
vity, and prescribes the roedicine that
would bring relief, in the following
paragraph:

““*We notica with great sorrow that
a number of uwar subscribers ure in
arrears wWith their subscription Or
course we don’t need money. A pews-
paper is supposed o ruo on wind, in
factit will. However we are a little
short on several of the uccessaries of
life, and long in confidence, besides we
did not promise to take confidence on
subseription. It was the other fel-
lows. Our ery has been and shall be
for a fifty-three cent dollar or
the equivolent, in anything from
coyole hides to fat fuwln or, in faect,
just any old Ih:ng

In KaNsAs there are 81,318 square
miles of Jand. There are 62,042,520
acres in Kaneas, and if the entire pop=
ulation of the United States were
equally distributed over them tbe
people wouid hardiy be in spesking

kick, but what little business tehlwlF LIGHTFOOT M D

in that line will be conducted after!
the old style.—Cherokee Sentinel- |

I @d“\\

we have oo much revenue, ;_vit-e us | ¥

: Best Grades ;
All Kinds,
Always
Have
A Full

Supply.
Greab Bend Fuel Co.

& A. H. Schaeffer, prop.
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was a very salisfactory pastime, but :f' am

_-

SURGEON; Office hours from
| 9 to 12 o'clock a. m.
SPECIALTIES: 2~

Discasea of Women, Piles and
Catarrh.

Office Over Hoqu'rs Drug Store,

==

New Bakery and
Restaurant.

IS THE ALLEN BLOCK—Third
door weost of the Brinkman Bank.

Zine DBread,:?
Fies,Cakes.§

All who need anvthiog in this 2
line are requested to give this =
hou;.e & sample order at the £
earliest opportlunity. -

Satisfaction Guaranteed,

l\ AR TR RO O AR B

Adam Trietsch, Prop.
@Il-nmtl\\ll\muimnt:%

ED. Q. McNO_\_VN, 30
MEAT MARKET

WEST FOREST AVENUE.

Fresh and Salt Meats. Live Stock
Bought and Sold. o
GREAT BEND, caneee RANS,

{!«’-
ﬂ
I
il-

& If you will consult your

own interests when in
need of

: finy Kind of Coal

You will be sure to see

ALLISON BR'S,

GrEAT BeExnp, WaNsas,

A car Joad —the lasl

APPLES o {he scaton—as
HORNBECK'’S,

Minnesota, Iowa and Kansas

POTATOES °
For seed abd cooking. Also BULEK SEED

In any quantity, and FEED ASND PBOD!. CE.

leée
HARTFORD Bicycles

Reduced in Price.

Patterns Nou 1 aud 2,—

From $80 to $65

Faticrns Nos 3 and 4 —

From $60 to “0
Patierns Nos 5 and 6,

From $50 to $45

This u the best vilae for the money ever
In mediam grade machines

distance of each other. Kansas could
furpish every msn, woman and child
an acre for a garden spot.  Allowing
the entire population of the state

might b=
acres of ground. The entire populs- |
tion of Kansas could have stood in
one of the World's fuir buildings.
Butler, the largest couuly in Kansas,
has mors square miles in 1t than the |
entire etate of Rhode Island.—Holton
Sigoal :

How aboutl it¥ Are we, of are we
not, Lo have a 4th of July ecelebration
at Great Bend this year? Ellinwood,

all would like to join us is &8 grand
“time.”” Snall we prepare them en-

tertainment?

two equare feetl for each inhabitant, |

assembled on eix:y-ninei

§ COLUMBIAS

Tﬁ: Standard of the World
A nowledge no
and the price is .‘;‘;‘f.t.:i‘u';.$1|][|

in the United States with fivesixths of |

|

|
Iy Tor the scason of 1897 at

ifyou ean't buy a Columbin then

Buy a Hartford

All Columbis and Hartford Bicyeles sre
ready for Lmmediate delivery. S-;q-?:: ibe

Great Bend [mplement Ca.

GREAT BEND, KANSAS.

IEW CNIGAR FACTORY
JOE TROILLET, Praoprietor E

rure Leaf & Skilled Work:

Alvo enrry s fullline of Candies, Nuts, Fralts
and Coafections.
FOREST AVENUE, GREAT BEND, KANS,

-

s e
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